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Field Visit Report Directions

Students in REL 100 can earn up to 25 points of extra credit by visiting churches and filling out field visit report forms.  Note that the form is in the form of a Word document.  You should download it and make two versions of the form. To the first version add extra blank lines and spaces the purposes of making handwritten notes during the visit. The second version is the one you will hand in.  You need only download it as is and type in the requested information, print it out, and give me the hard copy.  If you have any questions about the report or its directions please ask them in class, or talk to me privately.

Field Visit Reports have three sections:

Section 1.  Observations:  In this you need to observe the forms of according to the definitions given in “Seven Dimensions of Religion.”  The Field Visit Report Form lists each of the dimensions and asks you to list (a) an example of this dimension that you observed during your visit to the church.  You need to be very specific. (b) why you think it fits into this dimension. See below for an example:

Practical/Ritual

What you observed?  I saw a large tub behind the alter. When I asked the minister about it, he said they use it for baptisms.

Fits because:  This fits into the practical/ritual dimension because, according to the pastor, baptism is a ritual they do to symbolize the entry of someone into the Christian life.  Baptism represents the washing away of their pervious sins and the community’s acceptance of them as a member.
There are a few things you should notice about this example.  First, the writer did not witness a baptism at the church.   But she did have evidence that these people did baptisms because she saw a large tub behind the altar.  At least she suspected the tub was for baptisms. She was not certain, so she asked the pastor about it, and he explained.  Her report indicates both her firsthand observations, and also the information given her by the pastor.  When she had to fill out the Fits because part, the writer explained her choice in a sentence that used the key words for the Practical/Ritual dimension used in the Seven Dimensions handout.  She also made it clear where she got her information.  We know what she got from personal visual observation, and what she got from the pastor verbally.

Section 2.  Subjective Reactions:  In this section you need to give your subjective reactions to your experience, and a brief statement of why you reacted the way you did.  These are the questions you will have to answer:

· What was the most surprising thing about this place or group?  Why?
· What emotions did this place produce in you?  Why do you think so?
· What about this place made you react negatively?  Why do you think so?

· What about this place did you find appealing?  Why do you think so?

By subjective reaction, I am talking about your emotions, and how this place made you feel. This is an important part of field work, because we do not simply react to what we perceive.  Neuroscientists can now show that our emotions, sometimes entirely generated by our expectations, actually shape our perceptions, directing attention toward some things and away from others.  To do field work, you need to be aware of how your perceptions are being shaped by your emotions, and hat you might be missing, or misinterpreting.  Usually we are doing a lot of both.  The second important reason to take note of your emotional state is that your reaction might give you some insight into how the congregants might respond to some of the same elements that bring out your emotions.  This is not conclusive evidence, and you might well be having an emotional experience opposite to what the congregants might have.  In every case you need to look for other kinds of evidence.  See the note at the bottom of this handout concerning how you should and should not use the work feel in REL 100.
Section 3.  Meaning Structure.  Based on your observations and any evidence you find, state the way you think the people who worship in this place would answer the five basic questions of meaning:  

(1) From where do they come?  This requires a statement of the condition of the protagonists, their desires, their strengths and weaknesses.
(2) To where do they want to go? This question is about their purpose—the ultimate goals the congregation is trying to accomplish. 

(3)  What obstacles must they overcome to get there?  What might prevent these people from reaching their goals?  What challenges do they face.  Be sure to relate these to the goal you list in the previous section. 

(4) How do they plan to overcome them?  Certainly, these people must have some idea or plan for what they most do to overcome the obstacle and reach their goal.  

(5) What help can they expect to get?  This question concerns what sort of help they can expect to get from outside their own group.  Presumably, they will ask for God’s help, so the question becomes, the form by which they expect God’s providence* to take.  

* Providence is a term Christian theologians use to mean God as the provider, who provides for the satisfaction of our real needs.
Notes and Cautions:
1. Do not leave anything blank.  If you have trouble finding evidence of a particular dimension in this place, make a guess, and then give your reasons why you think your example fits.  

2. In this class the word feel has only two meanings:  (1) direct bodily sensations.  (2)  an emotional sensation, which you should describe precisely.  Never use it to indicate an opinion, a thought, or a belief.  You can have feelings about these things, but feelings are not opinions, thoughts, or beliefs.

3. REL 100 students are free to discuss with each other their observations and experiences with these congregations.  Further, it is perfectly fine to go with other students.  Nevertheless, I expect everyone to do their own work on the Field Visit Reports and all other written assignments. Everyone must write the reports in their own words.  Too much similarity between reports can be evidence of plagiarism, a serious violation of the rules for academic conduct.  
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